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Hirundo , Lin. The following are the Indian Swallows hitherto 

ascertained. 

1. H. rustica, Lin. This I have only seen from Nepal.* 

2. H. yutturalis, Scopoli: H. panayana , Lath.; H. javanica, 
Sparrman ; H . jewan, Sykes. The most common species of India 
generally, and of the Malay countries. Fine specimens only differ 
from the last in their smaller size. By far the finest which I have seen, is 
one in Dr. Cantor’s collection from the Malayan Peninsula; the outer 
tail-feathers of which exceed the next by two inches and a half; but the 
wing measures only four inches and three-eighths, or less than in 
either of eight specimens, young and old, from Nepal and England, 
now before me of H. rustica . 

* During a recent excursion to the Midnapore jungles, I procured a single specimen 
of H. rustica , in company with H . gutturalis and H. daurica ; the last named species 
much predominating, conformably with Mr. Jerdon’s observation of its haunts. Upon 
quitting the river alluvium, a marked change in the zoology of the country became 
at once apparent. Pycnonotusflavirictus (the Criniger TicJcelli , nobis, xiv, 571,) ap¬ 
peared in abundance ; and the common Bengal Lark (Alauda gulgula) was no more 
seen or heard over the paddy-fields, while Mirafra assamica became replaced by 
M. affinis. In the jungles, Palceornis torquatus was completely replaced by 
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3. H. domicola, Jerdon: H. javanica apud Latham and Shaw.— 
Neilgherries, Malayan peninsula, Java. I was wrong in identifying 
this bird with the Australian H. neoxena, Gould, in XIV, 547 • the 
latter is H. pacifica , Lath., and H. javanica apud Vigors and Hors- 
field. In a fine specimen before me, the wing measures four inches and 
one-eighth, and the outermost tail-feather nearly three inches, exceeding 
the next by an inch and a quarter; whereas among several specimens 
of H. domicola (from the three localities cited), the wing dees not ex¬ 
ceed three inches and seven-eighths, and the outermost tail-feather is 
at most but half an inch longer than the middle pair. 

4. H. filifera, Stephens: H. ruficeps, Licht. ; H. filicauda , 
P'ranklin : Wire-tailed Swallow , and the young— Rufous-headed 
Swallow, of Latham. Indian peninsula. 

5. H. daurica , Lin. : 11. alpestris, Pallas; H. erythropygia , 
Sykes ; H. nipalensis , Hodgson. India generally ; preferring the 
proximity of jungles (according to Mr. Jerdon) : a casual and irregu¬ 
lar visitant in Lower Bengal; but abundant in the Midnapore jungles, 
at least during the cold season. 

P. cyanocephalus: Bucco asiaticus (v. cyanops, &c.,) by B. zeylanicus (v. cani - 
ceps) : and the common Calcutta Crow (Corvus splendens) totally disappeared; 
its place being supplied by C. culminatus . Picus mahrattensis took the place of 
P. Macei. In lieu of the common Sparrow, the Passer (v. Gymnoris) fiavicollis, 
with precisely the same note and manners, abounded upon the trees even near build¬ 
ings, but without ever resorting to the latter. In the same trees were found 
Piprisoma agile , with the manners and note of a Dicceum; and Muscicapula 
melanoleuca and M, acornaus: also Athene radiatus , but less numerously than the 
common Ath. brama. Phyllornis aurifrons and Ph. Jerdoni occurred, the latter 
very abundantly; the notes of both being remarkably similar to those of the Di- 
cruridce: and their manners at once recalled those of lora, to which genus Phyllornis 
is considerably allied. Thamnobia cambaiensis was also common; and the manners 
and actions of this species revealed its affinity for the Shamah (Kittacincla mac~ 
rourus) : its tail is usually carried very high, or rather over the back, displaying the 
rufous under-coverts. The Shamah was also obtained. Buceros albirostris was not 
rare, in small flocks; and B. birostris (v. ginginianus) , in pairs : B. pica (v. mala - 
baricus) was also to be met with. In large tracts of coppice jungle, the Tac'cocua 
affinis (xv, 19,) or Rajmahl Sirkeer, occurred; and Malacocercus ? hyperythrus, 
(Franklin,) differing from its representative in S. India, was not uncommon; also a 
small Prinia , of which the young had been previously sent me by Mr. Jerdon. The 
Drymoica sylvatica , (Jerdon,) inhabited more open situations. On the bare ‘kunkur* 
soil, near Midnapore, Anthus rufulus was procured, but much less abundantly than the 
common Anth . malayensis: Lanius Hardwickii was also obtained in that neighbour¬ 
hood, with other Shrikes : and about the pretty rocky hill of Gope, in the same 
vicinity, (Edicnemus crepitans was particularly abundant. Turtur senegalensis was 
likewise obtained there. Nor was this trip less productive in other classes of animals; 
but details regarding these must be reserved. 
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6. H. concolor , Sykes. Indian peninsula. 

7. H, rupestris , Scopoli: H. rupicola, Hodgson ; H. inornata , 
Jerdon. Himalaya, Neilgherries. 

8. H. urbica , Lin. Himalaya, Neilgherries. 

9. H. riparia , Lin. Nepal, S. India, f iV<m vidi.J 

10. H. sinensis , Gray, in Hardwicke’s ///. Ind. Zool.: R. brevi - 
candata , McClelland, P. Z. 5. 1839, p. 156: Indian Martin Swallow 
of Latham. I think there can be no doubt that both the former 
names apply to the common little Indian Bank Martin, abundant 
along all the great rivers of the country, wherever the banks are sandy 
and high enough for them to perforate their nest-boles with tolerable 
security. The species is nearly allied to H. riparia in form, colour, 
and habits ; but differs in its smaller size, less furcate tail, rather 
lighter colour, with the upper tail-coverts somewhat albescent, also 
in the breast being much paler, and in the absence of the downy tuft 
on the tarse just above the hind-toe, which invariably distinguishes 
H . riparia . Length of wing three inches and a half to three and three- 
quarters, and of middle tail-feathers an inch and a half. Whether these 
birds are migratory I am unaware. I have found both newly laid eggs 
and young ready to fly in the beginning of December, and also at the 
end of February. The nest-holes vary in depth from a foot and a half to 
considerably more, according as the banks are more or less hard ; and 
the nest itself is composed of dry grass, with occasionally a few feathers 
in the lining : eggs pure white, like those of H. riparia ; and the young 
have their upper feathers more or less margined with rufous, as in 
that species. 

N. B. The H. brevirostris , McClelland, described with H. brevi - 
caudata , I have identified as a Collocalia (XIV, note to p. 548), being 
the same as H . unicolor , Jerdon. 

Of the various groups of Saxicoline Flycatchers, one genus makes a 
considerable approach to the Swallows. This is Hemichelidon , 
Hodgson, Ann. Mag. N. H. 1845, p. 203. The bill is absolutely 
as in Hirundo; and the wing reaches to two-thirds of the length of 
the tail, having the first primary minute, the second nearly equal¬ 
ling the fifth, and the third and fourth equal and longest: rest as 
in Butalis, but the tarse still shorter. Mr. Hodgson describes 
two species, H. fuliginosa and H. ferruginea . The former is com- 
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mon at Darjeeling, and the latter I have not yet seen. H. fuliginosa 
has the wing two inches and three-quarters long, and tail an inch and 
three-quarters. Colour plain fuliginous-brown above, paler below, 
albescent towards the vent and lower tail-coverts, and slightly on the 
throat: bill blackish above, the base of the lower mandible yellow; 
and feet brown. Young speckled with pale yellowish-brown, like a 
young Robin.* 

Butalis , Boie, founded on the European Muscicapa grisola. This 
is another good genus, the species of which are distinguished by their 
plain olive or greyish colouring. The beak is more or less elongated 
and flattened, but in the Indian species is generally somewhat larger 
than in B. grisola : the feet are small and feeble; and the wings reach 
half-way down the tail, having their first primary short, the third and 
fourth sub-equal, and the second generally shorter than the fifth. Tail 
of mean length. All have the larger wing-feathers margined with 
pale buff externally. 

1. B. terricolor , Hodgson, n. s. Plain uniform earthy-brown above, 
and whitish-brown below: the upper mandible dark, and the lower 
whitish except at its extreme tip: legs brown. Length about five inches 
and a half, of wing two and three-quarters, and tail two inches ; bill to 
gape eleven-sixteenths, and tarse half an inch. The beak of this species 
is longer, broader, and also flatter, than in B. grisola. From Nepal. 

2. B. rufescens, Jerdon, n. s. Very similar to the last, but distin¬ 
guished by its general rufous tinge, and especially by its white legs 
and claws. Colour olive-brown above, tinged with rufous on the back, 
and more deeply so on the upper tail-coverts and margins of the 
caudal feathers; wing-coverts and tertiaries also margined with pale 
rufous: throat and fore-neck white, as also the anterior part of the 
lores, but a longitudinal patch of brown on each side of the throat; the 
breast, flanks, and under tail-coverts, brown, paler on the tail, and 
the belly whitish. Beak dark above, and yellowish-white below. 
Dimensions as in last. From S. India. 

3. B. rujicauda , (Swainson), Nat. Libr. y ‘ Flycatchers,’ Appendix. 
The beak of this species more resembles that of B. grisola , but is 

* A species of this genus (apparently) is figured in one of Dr. McClelland’s draw¬ 
ings of Assamese birds. Colour brown, paler below, whitish towards throat and vent: 
the secondaries and tertiaries margined with white, surrounding the tips of the latter. 
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longer; the feet are dusky-plumbeous; and the tail and its upper 
coverts are moderately bright rufous or ferruginous, suffused with 
dusky on the middle pair of tail-feathers, and on part of the outer mar¬ 
gin of the next; rump also tinged with ferruginous; the rest of the 
upper-parts olivaceous, and the under-parts greyish, passing to white 
on the abdomen and chin; lower tail-coverts white, tinged faintly 
with ferruginous. Length about five inches and a half, of wing 
two and seven.eighths, and tail two and one-eighth ; bill to gape 
three-quarters of an inch, and tarse five-eighths: the under mandible 
of the bill of this species has little trace of whitish. Hab. S. India. 

4. B. latirostris ) (Raffles, Swainson) : Muscicapa poonensis , Sykes. 
The beak of this species is shorter and broader than in the others, and 
much flattened. Length nearly five inches, of wing two and five- 
eighths, and tail an inch and seven-eighths; bill to gape eleven-six¬ 
teenths, and tarse half an inch. Colour greyish-brown above, some¬ 
times a little tinged with rufescent ; lower-parts white ; the breast, 
flanks, and sides of the throat, light greyish-brown : bill dusky, ex¬ 
cept the base of the lower mandible, which is pale-yellowish; and the 
feet are dark brown : wing-coverts and tertiaries margined with light 
rufescent. Hab. S. India and Malay countries. 

The following are two very distinct generic forms of Flycatchers, 
neither of which can be approximated to any other with which I am 
acquainted. 

Muscitrea , nobis. Bill of moderate length, somewhat conical, a 
little compressed, the upper mandible obtusely angulated, with the 
curvature of its outline increasing to the tip, which overhangs that of 
the lower mandible, and is slightly emarginated; the extreme tip of 
the lower mandible also curves a little upward : gonys straight and 
scarcely inflected: the nostrils small, with anterior oval aperture, 
and beset at base with short reflected feathers and some incumbent 
hairs: a few fine hair-like bristles also at the gape, of moderate length. 
Tarsi moderately slender, as long as the middle toe with its claw; 
the toes and claws suited for perching. Wings long and broad, 
reaching more than half-way down the tail, having the fourth and 
fifth primaries equal and longest, the third rather shorter, the second 
equalling the eighth, and the first about half the length of the third. 
Tail moderately developed, its feathers of nearly equal length. The 
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general plumage inclines to be dense, and is unadorned with bright 
colours and glossless in the only known species. 

M. cinereci, nobis. Length about six inches; of wing nearly 
three and a half; and tail two and a half: bill to forehead (through the 
feathers) five-eighths, and to gape three-quarters: tarse three-quarters 
of an inch. General colour ashy-brown above, greyer on the head, 
and tinged with fulvous on the exterior margins of the secondaries; 
beneath albescent, a little brown across the breast: bill light horn- 
colour ; and feet have probably been bluish-leaden. From the Island 
of Ramree, Arracan, where discovered by Capt. Abbott. 

Anthipes, nobis. This would probably be classed by Mr. Swainson 
with his Fluvicolince, or “ Water-chats/' With the general form of 
a Pratincola, it combines a Flycatcher’s bill, and the toes and claws of 
an Anthus or Pipit. Beak flattened, rather wide at base, and nar¬ 
rowing evenly to the tip; the ridge of the upper mandible distinctly 
angulated, and its tip considerably overhanging that of the lower 
mandible, and (as usual in such cases) emarginated : nostrils basal, 
nearly closed by the membrane, their aperture a narrow lateral 
fissure: gape armed with fine but firm vibrissse. Tarse slender, 
as long as the middle toe with its claw : the toes and claws suited 
for running, as in the Pipits; the middle front claw greatly exceeding 
the two lateral ones, and the hind claw as long as the toe, and but 
slightly curved, as are also the other claws. Wings moderate, rounded ; 
the fourth, fifth, and sixth primaries sub-equal and longest, the third 
and seventh rather shorter, the second much shorter, and the first half 
the length of the second. Tail even, of moderate length, or somewhat 
short, the wings reaching half-way to its tip. Plumage full and dense. 

A. gularis , nobis. Length four inches and a quarter ; of wing two 
and three-eighths, and tail an inch and three-quarters : bill to fore¬ 
head half an inch, and to gape five-eighths : tarse three-quarters, and 
hind-toe and claw the same. Upper-parts fulvescent olive-brown ; 
the wings and tail inclining to dark ferruginous: lores conspicuously 
whitish, continued as a streak over but not beyond the eye: throat 
white, forming a large triangular patch, surrounded by a narrow 
black border; the breast and flanks fulvescent, and middle of the 
belly whitish. Bill black ; and legs and claws pale. From Arracan, 
•where discovered by Capt. Phayre. 
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The Dimorpha? moniliger , Hodgson, Ann. Mag. N. H. 1845, p. 196, 
would seem, from the description, to approximate the above species 
in its markings. 

Zanthopygia , nobis. This is a genus of Chat-flycatchers, which I 
am not as yet prepared to approximate to any other. In the form of its 
beak, it bears much resemblance to the Australian genera Eopsaltria 
and Petroica (which branch off from Pachycephala *), and also to 
the Pratincolce ; but of the two species to be described, the bill of the 
first is vertically deeper than that of the second, which renders gene¬ 
ralization more difficult, although the generic identity of the two 
birds is unquestionable. Bill of mean length, acutely triangular as 
viewed from above, or much narrower than in the more characteristic 
Flycatchers; its upper ridge angulated, and the tip of the upper 
mandible incurved and emarginated : gape beset with fine hair-like 
vibrissae. Tarsi and toes moderately small and weak, the tarse as 
long as the middle toe with its claw; wings reaching half-way down 
the tail, their first primary short, only a quarter the length of the 
second, which is shorter than the fifth, the third and fourth being sub¬ 
equal and longest. Tail of mean length. Plumage rather firm : the 
males black above, with yellow rump and under-parts, and a large 
white wing-spot. From Malasia. 

Z. leucophrys , nobis. Length about five inches, of wing two and 
three-quarters, and tail an inch and three-quarters : bill to gape five- 
eighths, and tarse barely five-eighths of an inch. Colour deep black 
above,bright yellow below and on the rump; a large wing-spot, continu¬ 
ed along two-thirds of the outer edge of the largest tertiary, also a spot 
before and over the eye, and the lower tail-coverts, pure white: bill 
dusky-horn or blackish, and legs brown. The feinalet differs widely 
in being of a light olive-green above, tinged with grey, especially 


* Timixos meruloides , nobis, J. A. S . XI, 195, is Pachycephala olivacea , Vig. 
and Horsf. f' / 

f Muscicapa zanthopygia , A.. Hay, Madr. Journ. 162. The above 

description of the female is from his lordship’s specimen; and Lord A. Hay’s brief 
notice of the male in a foot-note, is from a specimen in the Society’s museum, of 
which I have had a description by me in MS. for two years at least. His lordship, 
by a slip of the pen, referred to Dr. Cantor’s fine collection of Malayan birds, as con¬ 
taining the male he had seen. Dr. C. has only a female, which accords with the 
description in the text, except perhaps in having the head less tinged with ashy. 
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upon the head ; below yellowish-albescent, the feathers of the fore¬ 
neck and breast margined with the hue of the upper-parts; rump, 
towards the tail, bright and pure light yellow ; the two great ranges of 
wing-coverts tipped, and the tertiaries externally margined, with 
white: loral streak and the lower tail-coverts dull white : bill dusky 
above, below pale; and the legs pale. From Malacca. 

Z. chrysophrys , nobis. Differs from the preceding in its more slen¬ 
der and depressed bill; in having a yellow supercilium continued 
back to the occiput; in the white wing-spot not being continued along 
the edge of the tertiary ; and in the hue of the abdomen passing gra¬ 
dually to white from the bright yellow of the throat and breast. In 
other words, it may be briefly described as black, with yellow rump, 
supercilium, and under-parts, passing to white on the belly and lower 
tail-coverts, and a large patch of white upon the wing. Length of the 
wing three inches. The female I have not seen, nor am I aware of 
the habitat of the species ; but have some reason to suspect Australia, 
in which case it will probably bear a prior name. 

A considerable group is formed by the various blue Flycatchers of 
India and Malasia, minus the Myiagrce (as exemplified by M. cceru- 
lea ), which I have already approximated to Tchitrea (p. 290). At 
the head of them may be placed 

Niltava , Hodgson, Ind. Rev. 1837, P- 650. In these beautiful birds, 
the Muscicapa structure is much reduced; the bill being narrow and 
scarcely flattened, and therictal bristles, though tolerably long, are very 
fine and slender. According to Mr. Hodgson, they “never seize on wing/ 7 
but their affinities with the following groups are nevertheless obvious. 
Three species occur in the Himalaya, the two first appearing to be very 
common at Darjeeling.—1. N. grandis , nobis, XI, 189 (which Mr. 
Hodgson would separate by the name Bainopus , but I cannot under¬ 
stand upon what characters).—2. N. sundara , Hodgson.—3. N. Mac - 
gregorii , (Burton), P. Z . S. 1835, p. 152, v. fuligiventer } Hodgson; 
which (as Lord A. Hay informs me) is common at Simla. 

Cyanoptila , nobis. I found this group on a Javanese Flycatcher, 
which is just intermediate (both in form and colouring) to the pre¬ 
ceding and following divisions, in neither of which it can be placed ; 
and it thus illustrates the affinities of Niltava . Its wings, how¬ 
ever, are longer than in either, and more pointed, reaching fully 
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half-way down the tail; and the beak is rather broader and flatter than 
in Niltava , but vertically deep, having the tomise much inflected: 
rictal bristles small and inconspicuous. Rest as in Stoporala ; the 
frontal feathers deflected from the base of the bill, without any of the 
reflex velvety plumes conspicuous in Niltava. 

C. cyanomelanura , (Tem.) Upper-parts deep Prussian-blue; the 
crown and shoulder of the wing ultramarine; and nearly half of the 
base of the tail pure white: lores, ear-coverts, throat and breast, blue- 
black ; belly and lower tail-coverts sullied white ; and flanks brown. 
Bill black; and legs dark-coloured. Length of wing three inches and 
three-quarters ; of tail two and a half; bill to frontal-feathers half an 
inch ; and tarse nine-sixteenths. 

Stoporala , nobis. The type of this marked group is St. melanops, 
(Vigors), v. Muscicapa lapis , Lesson (Rev. Zool. SfC. 1839, p. 104), 
and the female— M . thalassina , Swainson, Nat. Libr.: Verditer Fly¬ 
catcher of Latham.—A second species, closely allied, inhabits Java; 
differing in its smaller size, and deeper blue colouring : length of 
wing three inches, instead of three and three-eighths, and the 
rest in proportion—A third, from Java, is St. indigo , (Horsf.), 
which in its white base of tail, the spreading of the loral black 
on the chin and beneath the eye, and a little also in structure, 
approximates the Cyanoptila .—A fourth, allied to the last, especially 
in the white at the base of its caudal feathers, and in structure 
much resembling the first species, is St. albicaudata , (Jerdon), from 
the Neilgherries. 

Siphia , Hodgson, Ind. Rev. 1837> p- 051. To this group may, I 
think, be referred— 

1. S. strophiata, Hodgson, Ind. Rev. 1837, p 051. Himalaya. 

2. S. leucura, (Gm.) : Saxicola rubeculoides , Sykes; Synornisjou - 
laimus, Hodgson, Ann. Mag. N. H . 1845, p. 197; Muscicapa parva 
of India, apud Sundevall: White-tailed Redbreast of Latham, whose 
Maculate Flycatcher refers probably to the young. N. B —Compara¬ 
tively few specimens of this bird are procurable with the rufous throat. 
It inhabits India generally, visiting the plains in the cold season. 
From recollection, I should say that the European Muse. parva , 
Auctorum, is very nearly allied. 
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3. S. erythaca , nobis, n. s. Closely allied in form and structure 
to the last, but the whole throat, breast, and fore-part of the abdomen, 
bright yellowish-ferruginous; two narrow whitish bands across the 
wing, formed by the tips of the coverts ; and the white on the sides of 
the base of the tail much reduced (as compared with the two preceding 
species), occupying only the extreme base of the outermost tail-feathers, 
and successively increasing in quantity upon the next four: belly and 
lower tail-coverts pure white; the flanks fulvous-brown: behind the 
eye a whitish spot: a slight olivaceous tinge on the upper-parts gene¬ 
rally ; and the tertials margined with whitish. Wing two inches and 
seven-eighths; tail an inch and seven-eighths; bill to gape nine- 
sixteenths of an inch, and tarse the same. The female is probably 
without the rufous on the under-parts, but would be distinguished 
from that of the preceding species by the narrow whitish bands on the 
wing, and also by the reduced quantity of white at the base of the tail. 
Inhabits the Malayan peninsula. 

4. S. leucomelanura; Digenea leucomelanura , Hodgson, Ann. 
Mag. N. H. 1845, p. 197- Length five inches, or a little more ; of 
wing two and three-eighths, and tail two and one-eighth; bill to 
gape nine-sixteenths ; and tarse three-quarters of an inch. Above 
dark slaty-ash, having a blue tinge, the forehead and over the eyes 
vivid blue-grey; lores and ear-coverts black; middle of throat and 
fore-neck white, the rest of the under-parts whitish-grey, passing to 
white at the vent and on the lower tail-coverts; tail black, its basal 
half white, except on the two middle feathers, and on the inner web 
of the next to the^ Bill dusky, and feet brown. This bird has 
somewhat the aspect, at first sight, of Ianthia rujilatus (p. 132), but 
is at once distinguished by its smaller size, shorter bill, duller colour¬ 
ing, the white upon the tail, and the absence of rufous on the flanks. 
Hab. Nepal. 

5. S. tricolor; Digenea tricolor , Hodgson, loc. cit. Length about 
four inches and three-quarters, of wing two and a quarter, and tail 
two inches; bill to gape half an inch, and tarse five-eighths. Colour 
(of female?) olive-brown,* fulvescent on the rump; and passing to 

* Mr. Hodgson says “ olive-green ;** but there is not the slightest tinge of green 
on the specimens with which he has favoured the Society, though these may possibly 
be females. 
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rufous-brown on the wings; tail dull ferruginous: under-parts light 
brown, inclining to albescent on the throat and belly: bill dusky, and 
legs brown. Young spotted above like a young Robin, or Stonechat, &c. 
Hab. Nepal. 

6. S. signata ; Leiothrix signata , McClelland and Horsfield, P. Z. 

1839, p. 162, v. Dimorpha* (alias Siphia ) auricularis, (Hodgson), 

J . A. S. XII, 240. Himalaya, Assam. 

7. moniliger, Hodgson, Ann. Mag. Nat . Hist. J845, p. 397- 
C Non vidi.J 

Muscicapula , nobis, XII, 939. This comprises— 

1. M. sapphira, nobis.—2. M. super ciliar is, (Jerdon), v. Dimorpha 
albogularis, nobis, XI, 190: Lucknow Flycatcher and Azure Warbler , 
Latham.—3 .M. hyperythra , nobis, XI, 885, altered from supercilL 
arts , nobis, XI, 190, and again by an oversight to rubecula , XII, 940; 
Dimorpha rubrocyanea , Hodgson, Ann. Mag . N. H . 1845, p. 197*—4. 
M. melanoleuca , (Hodg.), a name which will probably not stand, as 
the Society has received the identical species from Java, from which 
part M. Temminck also will probably have received and named it.f— 
In M . sapphira , the affinity to Niltava , Cyanoptila , &c., is still 
obvious in the colouring; and in Siphia signata, the general brown 
plumage is relieved by a patch of ultramarine-blue on each side of the 
neck, as in restricted Niltava , (or the Neel-touws of the Nepalese.) 
M. melanoleuca , as already remarked (XVLjf 306), seems allied to 
Hemipus, Hodgson. / 

5. M. acornaus , (Hodgson); Muse, poonensis apud nos, XI, 458. 
Length four inches and three-eighths, by six inches and three-quarters; 
of wing two and three-sixteenths to two and three-eighths; and of 
tail an inch and a half to one and three-quarters: bill to gape nine- 
sixteenths of an inch; and tarse somewhat more. Colour greyish- 
olive above, fulvescent on the rump, and rufescent-brown on the upper 
tail.coverts and margining the base of the tail-feathers; one Nepalese 
specimen has the upper tail-coverts ashy: lower-parts albescent-grey¬ 
ish, slightly tinged with fulvous in some specimens; the throat, mid¬ 
dle of belly, and lower tail-coverts, dull white: axillaries pure white: 


* Dimorpha is the name of an old genus in Botany. 

f It is not rare in the Midnapore jungles; and Capt. Phayre had sent it from 
Arracan. 
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primaries dusky, the secondaries externally margined with olive, and 
the tertiaries with greyish or whitish-grey, becoming abraded on the 
worn plumage: greater coverts of the wing whitish-tipped, forming a 
slight wing-band. Bill blackish, and legs dusky or deep brown. 
The colour of this bird would ally it to Butalis , while its form is 
strictly that of Muscicapula. It inhabits the S. E. Himalaya, and 
Central India: being not rare in the Midnapore jungles. 

Cyornis , nobis, XII, 940. To this may be referred— 

1. C. nibeculoides , (Vig.): Niltava brevipes , Hodgson, hid . Rev. 
1837, p. 651: Etherial Warbler of Latham, and the female agrees 
with the supposed female of his Blue Indian Warbler . Inhabits all 
northern India, visiting the plains during the cold season. On the 
eastern side of the Bay of Bengal, it extends southward to the Tenas- 
serim provinces; but in southern India is represented by the next. 

2. C. banyumas , (Horsf): Muscicapa cantatrix , Tern. Hab. Neil- 
gherries, Java. 

3. C. elegans , (Tern.,) apud Strickland: C. Tickellice , nobis ; Mus¬ 
cicapa hyacintha , apud Tickell, and the female— Muse, rubecula , 
Swainson. Hab. Central India— N. B. The Blue Indian Warbler 
of Latham would suit this species, except that the colour of the upper- 
parts is stated to be deep blue, instead of light greyish-blue, brighter 
on the forehead and shoulder of the wing. 

4. C. unicolor , nobis, XII, 1007- Described from the imperfect¬ 
ly moulted young. The adult is a larger bird than either of its con¬ 
geners, a male measuring nearly seven inches long, the wing three 
and a quarter, and the tail three inches. Colour a light smalt-blue, 
approaching to verditer above; the lower-parts paler, inclining to 
albescent below the breast: forehead and over the eye beautiful 
smalt-blue, as is also the shoulder of the wing: axillaries light rufes- 
cent, and a tinge of the same on the lower tail-coverts. From Dar¬ 
jeeling. 

5. C. pallipesy (Jerdon), Madr. Journ . No. XXVI, 15. Neil- 
gherries. 

6. ? Probably Muscicapa rufigastra , Raffles, Lin. Tr. XIII, 312. 

Ochromela, nobis. Nearly allied to the last group; but the Fly¬ 
catcher form of bill more pronounced, and the rictal vibrissse longer; 
tarsi also rather longer, the wings more rounded, and the style of 
colouring altogether different—bright rusty, with black cap and wings. 
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in the only ascertained species— Ochr . nigrorufa , (Jerdon), Madr. 
Journ. No. XXV, 266, v. Muscicapa rufula , la Fresnaye. Hab. 
summit of Neilgherries. 

Pralincola , Koch. The Chats. 

1. Pr . insignis , Hodgson, w. 5. General aspect much that of Pr. 
rubicolcij from which it differs in its far superior size, white throat, and 
much larger white wing-spot. Length six inches and a half, of wing 
three and a half, and tail two and a quarter ; bill to gape seven-eighths, 
and tarse an inch and one-eighth. Male (in summer dress) above black ; 
the throat, sides of the neck, upper tail-coverts, a large longitudinal 
patch on the wings, together with the base of the primaries and greater 
portion of their larger coverts, white; breast bright ferruginous, the 
belly white, a little tinged with the same : bill and feet blackish. The 
female I have not seen. From Nepal. 

2. Pr. indica , nobis, n. s. Closely allied to the European Pr. rubi - 
cola , with which it has been hitherto confounded : but distinguishable 
by its longer wing, averaging two inches and three-quarters; by the 
greater development of the white on the sides of the neck, which 
nearly passes round the nape, leaving a narrow dark interval (instead 
of a very broad one); and by the rufous-brown of the breast being 
much weaker, and paling laterally, the flanks being commonly very 
pale, and the lower tail-coverts pure white, or rarely a little sullied 
with brown : in winter dress, the dorsal edgings are very whitish in old 
males. The females, also (judging from memory of the European 
species), are altogether much paler. Common throughout India.* 

3. Pr. caprata , (L.) : Saxicola fruticola , Horsf. ; S. bicolor et S. 
eryihropygia , Sykes; Motacilla sylvatica (?), Tickell, II, 575. Com¬ 
mon in most parts of the country, and esteemed by the natives as a 
cage bird; having a pleasing song, approaching to that of an English 
Robin, but more uniformly plaintive. It is termed by them Pliidda. 

4. Pr. ferrea , Hodgson, n. s. A typical species, except that its tail 
is longer than usual in this group. Length about five inches and three- 
quarters, of which the tail measures two and a half; wing two inches 
and five-eighths ; bill to gape five-eighths; and tarse seven-eighths. 
Upper-parts black, the feathers margined with ash-grey, the latter pre- 

* In Ann. Mag. N. H. 1844, p. 410, Mr. Strickland has separated the S. African 
species previously confounded with Pr. rubicola, by the name Pr. pastor. 
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dominating on the rump; lores and ear-coverts black: throat, super- 
cilium, and wing-spot, white; also the fore-neck, but the rest of the 
lower-parts tinged with ashy: tail black, its feathers narrowly mar¬ 
gined with white externally, and the outermost pair (which are half an 
inch shorter than the middle ones,) for the most part partially albes¬ 
cent. Female rather smaller, and wholly brown above, passing to fer¬ 
ruginous on the upper tail-coverts, and there is an admixture of this 
colour on the rectrices : under-parts pale brown, rufescent on the flanks 
and lower tail-coverts, and whitish on the throat. Bill and feet black. 
Common in the eastern Himalaya. 

Saxicola (?) pallida , nobis, n. s. This bird is essentially a 
Wheatear; but is remarkable for its large size, long bill, and short legs. 
Length nine inches; of wing four and three-quarters, and tail three 
and three-eighths; bill to gape an inch and a quarter; tarse the same. 
Colour (of female ?) light isabella-grey above, more fulvescent on the 
tertiaries and middle tail-feathers, which are shaded with pale dusky 
along the middle: lores, throat, and belly, whitish ; the breast-feathers 
dusk} 7 , with broad whitish margins concealing the dark colour within: 
central ear-coverts pale, the rest nigrescent: wings internally white on 
the anterior half, the rest dusky ; above the primaries and secondaries 
are white at base, and the shorter primaries are also white-tipped, 
the white increasing in quantity to the secondaries, which are broadly 
white-tipped ; greater wing-coverts also white-tipped, forming a bar on 
the wing; and the small wing-coverts margined with pale fulvescent: 
tail, except its two middle feathers, dusky, the outermost having its 
narrow outer web almost wholly white, and the penultimate a narrow 
white edge to its outer web. Bill pale horny; and legs also pale. 
Inhabits Scinde (Ullah Bund), and the specimen described was pre¬ 
sented to the Society by the Bombay branch of the Royal Asiatic 
Society of London. 

Of typical Indian Wheatears, may be enumerated— 

1. S . stapazina (?), Auct. Length about six inches and a half, of 
wing three and three-quarters, and tail two and a half; bill to gape 
three-quarters of an inch, and tarse an inch and one-sixteenth. General 
colour pale fawn (or isabelline). above, lighter below, and tinged with 
greyish on the crown and nape; throat, front and sides of the neck, 
including the lores and ear-coverts, black ; wing also black, the coverts 
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slightly tipped, and the tertiaries margined with whitish, disappearing 
in the worn plumage ; a considerable whitish patch at the base of the 
wing, ordinarily concealed beneath the scapularies; also an ill-defined 
whitish supercilium continued to the occiput, and contrasting with the 
black adjoining it below : upper and lower tail-coverts buffy-white ; and 
base of tail pure white, its terminal two-thirds black. Bill and feet 
black. Common in the Upper Provinces, Scinde, &c. If new, S. 
atrogularis , nobis. 

2. S. leucomela , Tern. Also common in the NW. of India. 

3. S. picata , nobis, n. s. Merely differs from the last in having the 
crown of the head black, instead of white. For both sexes of this and 
of the preceding species, the Society is indebted to Capt. Boys, who 
procured them abundantly on the march from Scinde to Ferozepore. 
The present species is figured among Burnes’ drawings, from Scinde. 

4. S. leucura , (Shaw). This, again, only differs from S. picata in 
having the whole under-parts, as far as the vent, of a uniform black 
with the rest. Together with (supposed) S. stapazina , it is common 
about Agra, from which locality Dr. Stewart has presented the Society 
with fine specimens of both.* 

N. B. The Darunga Thrush of Latham, obtained at Cawnpore in 
November, appears to me (judging from the description) to be a true 
Wheatear; and it certainly cannot be the Merula W'ardii of Jerdon, to 
which that naturalist has referred it.f 

Among Burnes’ drawings, there is also a rude figure of what is 
probably Sax. melanura , Tern., a species described as inhabiting 


* Stephens refers this to S. cachinnans , Tem.; but the latter is, I believe, the 
species figured "by Savigny ( t. v.,/. i.), which differs from S. leucura , as S. leucomela 
differs from S. picata , in having a white cap. There are thus a white-capped and 
a black-capped species with white belly— S. leucomela and S. picata, and ditto ditto 
with black belly— S. cachinnans and S. leucura. 

f “ Length six inches at least. General colour of the bill, legs, and plumage, black; 
over the eye, from the nostrils towards the nape, a whitish streak, but ceasing before 
it reaches the latter; breast, belly and thighs, white, also the upper tail-coverts; the 
greater part of the tail from the base white, the side feathers being only tipped with 
black for half an inch; but the two middle feathers have their ends black for an inch 
and a half: the wings reach to more than half on the tail. Another, said to be a female, 
has the head and neck to the breast, and wings, and the whole of the two middle tail- 
feathers, dusky brown-black; on each jaw a large patch of deep black : breast, belly, 
thighs, and rump, upper and under tail-coverts, white; the two middle tail-feathers 
black; the rest white, except for about half an inch at the end.” 
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Arabia. If rightly identified, however, this would seem to be a very 
aberrant Wheatear; and its colouring is much as in the female Siphia 
leucura (p. 125 ante). 

Grandala codicolor , Hodgson, J. A. S. XII, 447. This very re¬ 
markable and (the male) most splendidly coloured bird, from the snow 
region of the Himalaya, appears to me to be decidedly allied to the 
Wheatears. 

lanthia , nobis: Nemura , Hodgson (a name long pre-occupied in 
entomology), Ann. Mag . N. H. 1845, p. 198. The birds of this divi¬ 
sion are closely allied to the Robins ( Erythaca ), from which they dif¬ 
fer in their more delicate conformation, longer wings (reaching half¬ 
way down the tail), much weaker bill, longer and more slender claws— 
especially that of the hind-toe, and in the sexual diversity of colouring. 
The males (so far as known) are deep blue above, with lighter blue on 
the forehead and over the eye; and in the two first species (which are 
typical), this colour is confined to the rump and tail of the other sex. 

1. I. hyperythra , nobis. Length about five inches and a half, of wing 
three and one-eighth, and tail two and a quarter; bill to gape nine- 
sixteenths, and tarse an inch. Upper-parts of male deep indigo-blue, 
brightening to ultramarine on the forehead and above the eyes, and 
upon the shoulder of the wing; the wings and tail black, the fea¬ 
thers margined with blue externally: lower-parts bright yellowish- 
ferruginous, confined to a narrowish streak on the middle of the throat 
and fore-neck; the lower tail-coverts and centre of the belly white. 
Female, a rich brown above, approaching to the colour of Erythaca 
ruhecula , or rather the feathers are merely tipped with this colour, 
shewing more or less of the cinereous-dusky tint within: tail blue as 
in the male, the rump a lighter and more greyish-blue; there is also a 
little blue on the shoulder of the wing, and a greyish-blue supercilium 
brightening posteriorly: lower-parts tawney-brown, or subdued fulvous, 
except the lower tail-coverts which are white. Bill and feet dusky in 
both sexes. From Darjeeling. 

2. I. rvfilatus , (Hodgson), and the female— Nemura cyanura , 
Hodgson, Ann. Mag . N. H. 1845, p. 198. I suspect that the female 
of this bird is also the Erythaca Tytleri of Prof. Jameson, noticed 
(but not described) in the ‘ Transactions of the Wernerian Society/ and 
also in the ‘ Edinbro’ Philosophical Journal’for July 1835, p. 214, where 
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it is mentioned to agree in the grouping of its colours with the Robin 
of Europe, but in the form of the bill to present as it were a link be¬ 
tween the genera Erythaca and Phcenicura. The .Motacilla cyanura , 
Gmelin, from Siberia, may refer to the female of either this or the preced¬ 
ing, or to that of some other equally allied species. Size and proportions 
of last, save that the tail is a quarter of an inch longer. The male 
has the upper-parts Prussian-blue, brightening and inclining to ultra- 
marine upon the sides of the forehead over the eyes, on the shoulder 
of the wing, and on the rump: lower-parts white, confined to a 
narrow streak on the throat and fore-neck, but the flanks bright ferru¬ 
ginous : bill blackish, and legs dark brown. The female has the upper- 
parts uniform brown, with a trace of blue on the shoulder of the wing, 
a supercilium greyish-blue posteriorly, and russet margins to the terti- 
aries; tail blue as in the male, and the rump lighter and more greyish- 
blue : middle of belly, lower tail-coverts, and median line of throat, 
white ; and the flanks bright ferruginous as in the other sex. This 
ferruginous colour of the flanks, with the hue of the upper-parts, 
produces a certain resemblance of colouring to the Robin of Europe, 
sufficient to have elicited the remark of Prof. Jameson. Inhabits the 
Himalaya generally, at least from Simla to Darjeeling. 

3. I. Jlavolivacea , (Hodgson). I have little doubt that this is a female 
bird, distinguished from the females of the two preceding species by 
having no blue on its rump or tail. The tarse is longer than in the 
others, measuring an inch and one-eighth; wing two inches and seven- 
eighths ; total length five and a half, of which the tail is two and a 
quarter. Upper-parts uniform brown, the loral region and throat 
rufescent-white, and rest of the under-parts dilute rusty: bill dusky, 
the base of the lower mandible pale ; and the legs pale. Described 
from Mr. Hodgson’s only specimen. 

Ruticilla, Brehm : Phcenicura , Swainson. The Redstarts. Of the 
typical members of this genus, the European R. phcenicurus was 
obtained by the late Sir A. Burnes on the banks of the Indus.*—2. R . 
erytlirogastra , (Gould.): Motacilla aurorea , Pallas; Ph. Reevesiiy Gray, 
described in XII, 963. Inhabits Nepal and Assam, and extends from 
the Caucasus to Japan (as I am informed by Mr. Strickland, who also 
favoured me with its synonyraes as here given).—3. R. leucoptera } 

* The other European species, Ji. tithys , i3 common in Afghanistan. 
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nobis, XII, 962. This Malayan Redstart has lately been received by 
the Society from Java, two males and a female, so that it will probably 
have been named by M. Temminck •* the female is plain brown above, 
paler beneath, with rufous tail, and the same great white wing-spot as 
in the male.—4. R. cceruleocephala , Vigors : a typical species, but re^ 
markable for not having the tail rufous as in the others. Himalaya.—5. 
R. airata , (Latham): the only Redstart which is diffused generally over 
the country.—6. R. frontalis, Vigors: apparently the most common of 
the Himalayan Redstarts, from Simla to Darjeeling ; and remarkable for 
its terminal black tail-band.—7. R. fuliginosa, (Vigors), v. plumbea , 
Gould. Rather an aberrant species, with small short bill; and presenting 
a singular diversity in the plumage of the sexes,—the male being uniform 
dusky-grey, with dark ferruginous tail and coverts,—the female paler 
ashy, with whitish lower-parts, each feather margined with the colour of 
the back, and no rufous on the tail, which is white at base, extending 
over nearly the whole of its outermost feathers, and its upper and lower 
coverts also being pure white. From the Himalaya generally, and 
said to resemble the next species in its habits. 

8. R. leucocephala , (Vigors and Gould), v. Sylvia erythrogastra , var. 
A, Lath., is the type of Mr. Hodgson’s Chcemorrhous . The sexes are 
similar ; but I can perceive no structural distinction from the true 
Redstarts. This remarkable and beautiful species is stated, however, 
by Mr. Hodgson to differ considerably in habit from the latter, keep¬ 
ing always about mountain torrents; and Captain Hutton writes me 
word, that it is very common in the valley of the Dhoon, and also in the 
hills along the banks of streams and rivers, “ flitting from rock to 
rock and stone to stone, and eternally shaking its tail and spreading it 
by turns.” The last is a characteristic peculiarity of the true Red¬ 
starts; and Lord A. Hay, who has obliged me with a similar account of 
the habits of this bird, sees nothing in them at variance with the gene¬ 
ric habits of other Ruticillce . 

Calliope , Gould. The type of this group is the very Thrush-like 
(in structure and habits) C . camtschatkensis , (Gm.), v. C . Lathami , 
Gould, and Motacilla calliope , Pallas. This bird is common in Lower 
Bengal during the cold season, and occurs in central India. A second 

* Unless, as is not improbable, M. Temminck considers it to be a mere “climatal 
or local variety” of R. phosnicurus . 
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species, with less firm plumage and rounder wings and tail, is C. pecto- 
ralis, Gould, figured by that naturalist in his leones Avium : from the 
Himalaya. A third, referred by Mr. Jerdon and myself to this group, 
is C. cyana , v. Larvivora cyana , Hodgson, and Phcenicura supercili- 
aris f Jerdon. Also from the Himalaya ; and once obtained by Mr. 
Jerdon in the Neilgherries, and once by myself near Calcutta. In the 
Himalaya I am informed that it is common. 

Larvivora brunnea , Hodgson, VI, 102, is probably but the female 
of C. camtschatkensis ; and C. cruralis , nobis, XII, 933, is a typical 
Brachypteryx. 

Tarsiger ckrysceus , Hodgson, Ann. Mag. N. H. 1845, p. 198, 
and doubtfully referred to Sericornis of Gould, in XIY, 549, comes 
next in order:—and then the Cyanecula suecica (?), or Blue-breast, 
common in most parts of India; but whether absolutely identical 
with the European bird, I have some doubt, as its pectoral spot 
is always rufous instead of white. Can it be the species nearly 
allied to suecica mentioned by the Prince of Canino, in Lin. Trans. 
XIY, 754 ? Cyanecula has been merged in Ruticilla (v. Phcenicura) 
by many authors, though it has little in common with that genus 
beyond the rufous on its tail. The typical Redstarts are sylvan 
birds, frequenting high trees, especially in rocky places or about 
buildings, and fond of singing from the topmost sprays; but which 
occasionally descend to the ground to feed, hopping about in the 
manner of a Robin. The Blue-breasts, on the contrary, affect 
the open country, where there are no trees, and especially reedy 
places, or plantations of sugar-cane, or growing corn or high grass, 
or ground covered with the broad leaves of cucurbitaceous plants; 
and there they are seen generally on the ground, running with 
alternate steps like a Pipit or Wagtail, and occasionally spread¬ 
ing wide the tail, displaying its rufous base to advantage; seldom 
perching, but flitting before you as you advance, and disappear¬ 
ing among the low cover; but soon coming forth when all is still, yet 
without absolutely quitting the shelter of the herbage by going more 
than a few paces from it. In Lower Bengal, these birds are extremely 
common in suitable situations. The Indian species is the Blue¬ 
necked Warbler of Latham, and his Sylvia sperata , var. A, is pro¬ 
bably the female. 
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The following three genera are closely allied. 

Sylvania , nobis. General characters of Callene (formerly Cincli- 
dium , nobis, XI, 181*); but the bill much slenderer and straighter, 
resembling that of Calliope camtschaikensis , whereas the bill of Callene 
more resembles that of Copsychus , and especially Notodela. 

S. phcenicuroides , (Hodgson).f Length about seven inches and a 
quarter, of which the middle tail-feathers measure three and a 
quarter, the outermost nearly an inch less; wing two inches and 
seven-eighths; bill to gape seven-eighths; and tarse an inch and one- 
eighth. Upper-parts uniform dark cyaneous, or deep slaty-blue, less 
deep however than in Callene frontalis , or Brachypteryx montana ; 
the lower similar but rather paler, passing into white on the middle of 
the belly ; the winglet feathers are also tipped with white : tail black, all 
but its middle pair of feathers ferruginous for the basal half: bill 
dusky; and legs brown. Female rather smaller, and wholly brown 
above, paler brown below, passing to albescent along the middle of 
the belly; a slight tinge of rufous, but undefined, at the base of the 
caudal feathers. Inhabits Nepal. 

Callene (olim Cinclidium) frontalis , nobis, figured in XII, 1010. 
This form differs from the next in its larger and stronger bill, more 
developed tail, and the somewhat scale-like character of its plumage 
but in other respects is hardly separable. 

Brachypteryx , Horsfield. The Society having been favoured by the 
Natural History Society of Batavia with specimens of Br. montana and 
Br. sepiaria , Horsf., of Java, I am enabled to approximate very closely 
to the former species (which is the type of this genus,) the Calliope? 
cruralis , nobis, XII, 933, which merely differs from Br. montana in 
its somewhat smaller size, the absence of the mass of erect soft blackish 
plumelets on the forehead, and in the concealed white streak over the 
eye being continued forward to the nostrils. A second Indian species 
exists in the Phcenicura major , Jerdon, of the Neilgherries, which, 
however, is less typical, and has the tail considerably more developed. 
Br . sepium , Horsfield, pertains to my genus Alcippe , as suggested in 
XIII, 284, and is very nearly allied to A.poiocephala , (Jerdon), and some 

* The name Cinclidium was pre-applied in Botany to a genus of mosses. 

f Mr. Hodgson refers this bird to Bradyterus of Swainson. 

+ Even this, however, occurs on the under-parts of Br. cruralis. 
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others. Lastly, Mr. Eyton, as noticed in XVH^iO, has recently assigned 
three Malacca species to Brachypteryx, all of which I had previously 
described and referred to Timalia , in which genus I would still 
decidedly retain them; and another of my Timalice he has classed in 
his Malacopteron, while he refers also to Malacopteron an unquestion¬ 
able Bulboul, my Ixidia cyaniventris : Br. nigrocapitata , Eyton, 
P. Z. S. 1839, p. 103, has more the technical features of true 
Brachypteryx; but its affinities would seem to be rather with the 
Malacopteron series. 

To Brachypteryx must also be approximated the curious little birds 
first classed by Mr. Hodgson under his Tesia , and of which he has 
since made two genera— Pnoepyga and Oligura , in Ann . Mag. N. H. 
1845, p. 195. These I have also treated of in XIV, 586; and if the 
two sub-groups are to be separated, the name Tesia must be retained 
in lieu of Oligura for the one section (this containing the species at 
the head of those first described under that name), while Microura of 
Gould (unless pre-occupied)* must stand for Pnoepyga , Hodgson, in¬ 
asmuch as it was long previously applied to the same special group, j 
Three of the species referred to Pnoepyga by Mr. Hodgson are merely 
varieties of one species, as shewn in XIV, 586. 

T\ (\. Oligura) auriceps , Hodgson, n. s. (Non vidi.) “ Above 
flavescent-olive, below pure deep slaty ; the cap golden-yellow: bill 
coral-red below, dusky above: legs dusky flesh-colour. Length three 
inches and a half; bill six-tenths of an inch; tail nine-tenths; wing 
an inch and two-tenths; tarse an inch ; central toe and nail seven- 
tenths ; head five-tenths. Hab. Sikim. The bill of this bird is de¬ 
pressed ; rictus hispid ; lateral toes unequal, the hind large ; and nails 
acute : by all which marks, in common with T. cyaniventer and [cas- 
taneo-coronata , w.~]flaviventer, the type is proved to be different from 
[ Microura, v.] Pnoepyga .” Hodgson’s MS. 

* It is, 1 find, pre-occupied by Ehrenberg, for a genus of Vermes. 

f Aipenumia of Swainson, described in the Appendix to Vol. 11 of the Fauna 
Americana-borealis , certainly refers to these birds, comprehending, I think, both 
groups; and it is of prior application by many years to the other names : but which 
of the sub-groups it should be retained for is uncertain, as Mr. S. refers to undescribed 
species only. Tesia of Hodgson, as originally proposed, would in such case be quite 
synonymous; and if Aipenumia be restored, it might therefore be substituted for 
Tesia in the more limited sense of the latter appellation. 
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Whether the genus Horeites y Hodgson, should accompany Test a and 
Microura in the approximation of these latter to Brachypteryx , will 
admit of considerable doubt. 

From the Brachypteryx series, we might now pass to what have been 
called the Myiotherine birds; and thence by the vast series of forms 
comprised under Swainson’s Crateropodince: but some important groups 
must intervene; and, first, the four following allied genera— 

Notodela , Lesson. This, I very strongly suspect, is identical with 
Muscisylvia y Hodgson, Ann . Mag. N. H. 1845, p. 197.* The beak, 
and even the colouring of the head, of the Himalayan species very 
closely resemble those of Callene frontalis ; but the rest of the struc¬ 
ture approximates these birds to the Dhyals (Copsychus) y and even 
the beak merely differs in being smaller. To particularize further, 
the general structure is that of Copsychus y but less robust, with a 
nearly square Jail, of which the outermost pairs of feathers graduate 
but slightly : the bill is smaller, and the tarsi and toes are more 
slender, than in Copsychus y with longer and more gracile claws, espe¬ 
cially that of the hind-toe: wings reaching half-way down the tail, and 
having the fifth primary longest, the first about two-fifths the length 
of the fifth, and the second, third, and fourth, graduating in a suc¬ 
cessively decreasing ratio. If correctly brought together, two species 
will have been ascertained. 

1. N. diana y Lesson, Zool. du Voyage de M. Belanger: respecting 
which I quote the following from my notes, not having the work to 
refer to. Length eight inches ; bill to gape eight lines ; and tarse ten 
lines. Plumage deep brownish-blue, relieved on the forehead by a 
satiny*white crescent. From Pegu. 

2. N. leucura y (Hodgson). Length about seven inches and a half, of 
wing three and three-quarters, and tail three and a quarter; bill to 
gape seven-eighths, and tarse an inch; hind-toe three-eighths of an 
inch. General colour dark blackish indigo-blue; the forehead and 
over the eyes, and the shoulder of the wing, bright smalt-blue; alars 
and caudals dull black, except the basal portion of the external web of 
the three tail-feathers on each side next to the outermost feathers', the 
quantity of this white increasing outwardly : a concealed white spot on 
the sides of the neck in the male : bill and feet black. According to 

* This name is, besides, too like Muscylva of Lesson. 
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Mr. Hodgson, it “inhabits the mountains solely; is chiefly arboreal : 
and feeds on caterpillars, grubs and soft insects, and equally on pulpy 
berries.” 

Copsychus , Wagler; Dahila , Hodgson. The D'hyals. Of this 
genus, the Bengal and common Indian species is Gryllivora interme¬ 
dia, Svvainson, and Dahila docilis, Hodgson, As. Res. XIX, 189. In 
this the females have, constantly, the whole upper-parts glossy ash 
colour, blackening on the middle tail-feathers ; while the females of 
the two following have, as invariably, the upper-parts glossy black, 
though less intense than in the male, and passing to blackish-ashy on 
the forehead ; now this latter agrees with Edwards’ description of 
the female of his ‘ Little Indian Pie/ which, however, he adds, was sent 
from Bengal; and upon Edwards’ figure is founded Gracula saularis 
of Linnaeus. Perhaps, therefore, it will be as well to consider the Ben¬ 
gal bird as C. saularis, (Lin.), in conformity with recent systematists. 
The Ceylon D’hyal would seem to be Gryllivora brevirostra , Sw., 
having a rather smaller bill than that of continental India, and the 
males of both have the four outer tail-feathers on each side white, the 
fourth, however, having commonly some slight admixture of black, 
while in the females the fourth has, generally, even more black than 
white. The Malayan D’hyal is Gr. magnirostra, Sw., having a con¬ 
spicuously larger bill than in the others, and never more than the tip 
of the fourth tail-feather white, and a good deal of black often on the 
third. It will range as C. mindanensis, (Gm.), v. Turdus amcenus, 
Horsf., and Lanius musicus, Raffles. Mr. Swainson also describes a 
Gr. rosea; respecting which Mr. Strickland writes me word, after 
examining Swainson’s original specimen, that it “ is certainly only <7. 
mindanensis (v. magnirostra, Sw.), with plumage slightly stained by 
some rufous material, probably the red soil of some locality.” 

Kittacincla macrourus, (Gm.), Gould: Gryllivora longicauda, Swain¬ 
son. The Sh&mah. This splendid singing bird seems to be com¬ 
mon in the hill jungles of Central India, and those at the foot of the 
Himalaya ; and it is especially numerous in the territories eastward 
of the Bay, and in the Malay countries generally: but in the south of 
India it is somewhat rare. 

Thamnobia, Swainson : Saxicoloides, Lesson. There are two spe¬ 
cies of this genus: that of Upper India, Th. cambaiensis, (Lath.), the 
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female of which is S, erythrurus of Lesson, has constantly the head 
and upper-parts of the male olive-brown ; while in that of Southern 
India, the head and upper-parts of the male are shining deep black, 
the same as the under-parts,—this latter being Motacilla fulicata , 
Lin., ZEnanthe ptygmatura , Vieillot, Tli. leucoptera , Swainson, Rus¬ 
ty-vented Thrush , and the female— Sylvia fulicata , var. A, of Latham. 
The females of the two species are, however, undistinguishable; and 
I have observed that tjie younger males of Th. fulicata have the upper- 
parts more or less brown, as in the northern species, the head more 
especially ; but the dorsal plumage (so far as I have seen) is always 
shining black underneath, and the brown edgings are cast after a while, 
leaving a more or less perfect black surface. The northern species, on 
the contrary, has no black on the interior of its feathers. This bird 
is the Motacilla fulicata of Tickell’s list, and^it abounds in ail Upper 
India: I have never seen it from below the Rajmahl hills in Bengal, 
but it is common in the Midnapore jungles. 

We may now venture on the great series of Indian Thrushes, which 
are as follow: 

Zoothera , Vigors, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1831, p. 172. 

1. Z, monticola , Vigors, ibid. ; Gould’s 4 Century,’ pi. XXII. The 
figure cited of this bird is faulty, making the body appear much too 
large ; the legs and toes are also represented too stout and terrene in 
their character; and even the beak is incorrectly drawn, being too deep 
at base, instead of the culmen rising from the base and becoming 
deepest about the middle. In the young, the bill is not longer than 
that of an ordinary Thrush, but there are indications of its future form ; 
and the plumage of the nestling much resembles the corresponding garb 
of an English Blackbird. In fact, the Zoothera is merely a stout Thrush 
allied to the Oreocinclce of Gould, with a strangely overgrown bill; but 
this could never be inferred from Gould’s figure of it. A specimen 
from Arracan is perhaps distinct, or it may be only the ordinary female : 
it differs from several Darjeeling specimens (males ?) in its rather smaller 
size and less developed bill, in the olive-brown hue of its whole upper- 
parts, in having a distinct whitish loral streak and much intermixture 
of the same upon the ear-coverts, and in the feathers of the under-parts 
being whitish with a broad olive-coloured border, surrounding the fea¬ 
ther more or less according to the part. Inhabits the Himalaya; and 
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if that of the Arracan mountains prove identical, as is most probable, it 
may be expected to occur likewise in those of Assam, Munneepore, 
Sylhet, &c.* 

Oreocincla , Gould, P. Z. S. 1837, p. 145. The more characteristic 
species of this group make a very close approach to the preceding, 
insomuch that there is hardly any difference between the bill of the 
Arracan specimen of presumed Z. monticola above described, and that 
of a Neilgherry near ally to 0. varia , except that in the latter the 
culmen scarcely ascends from the base, while in other specimens of 
Oreocincla it distinctly ascends. Again, O. macrorhyncha , Gould, 
(P. Z, S . 1835, p. 145), from New Zealand, is described to be nearly 
allied to O. variety from which it differs “ in the much larger size of the 
bill, and in the deeper black colouring of the margins of the feathers 
so that it is even probable that the dividing line cannot be drawn 
between the two groups, especially as the black margins to the feathers 
of the upper-parts, which are especially characteristic of most of the 
Oreocinclce , do not occur in all of them, as for example the species 
which I introduce next. 

2. O. moljissima, nobis, XI, 188: O. rostrata, Hodgson, Ann. Mag . 
N. H. 1845, p. 326. In some specimens of this bird, the beak appears 
abnormally grown out, and altogether coarser than in that which I 
originally described ; and Mr. Hodgson's O. rostrata is founded upon 
an example of the kind: but I have recently examined a fine series of 
specimens, which has shewn their identity beyond a doubt. They com¬ 
monly measure from ten to eleven inches in total length ; and some 
have the wing-coverts broadly tipped with pale fulvous of which no 
trace occurs in others. Common in the vicinity of Darjeeling. 

3. O. neilgkerriensis, nobis, n. s. This species was originally sent 
me by Mr. Jerdon as the Turdus varius of his catalogue, which latter 
he has lately referred to O. dauma ( Madr. Journ . No. XXXI, 127) ; 
but he has since obtained additional examples of the present species, 
which is conspicuously distinct from O. dauma. From the Javanese O. 

* A second specimen from Arracan accords with the above description, except that 
its size is fully equal to that of the Himalayan bird; its beak, however, being rather 
smaller. This disposes me to the opinion that it is distinct, in which case I propose 
for it the name Z. marginata. One or the other of these birds was procured by Dr. 
McClelland in Assam; apparently the Arracan species, to judge from the drawing. 


u 


142 Notices and Descriptions of various New [Feb. 

varia , it differs (judging both from recollection of Javanese specimens 
and from comparison with Dr. Horsfield’s figure,) in having much 
shorter and smaller tarsi. The plumage would, however, appear to 
be the same: and the beak is particularly long and coarse, having 
absolutely the character of Zoothera but little subdued. Length 
about ten inches, of wing five and a quarter, and tail three and a half; 
bill to gape an inch and a half, and tarse but an inch and one-eighth; 
middle toe and claw one and a quarter: the first primary an inch and 
three-eighths, and the second three eighths of an inch shorter than the 
third, fourth, and fifth, which are equal. From the Neilgherries. 

O. varia , (Horsfield,) Lin . Trans . XIII, 149; ZooL Fes, in Java , 
with coloured figure. Malay countries. 

4. O. dauma ,* (Lath.), Strickland, in epistola: Turdus Whitei , 
Eyton ; O. parvirostris } Gould, P. Z . S, 1837, p 136 (a small female). 
From the numerous specimens which I have seen, I feel convinced that 
Mr. Gould’s O. parvirostris may be referred as above. The species 
appears to be common in the Himalaya, and can hardly be considered 
rare in Lower Bengal during the cold season, when it is generally met 
with among bamboos. It also occurs in central and southern India: 
and, as a rare and accidental straggler, has been met with in South 
Britain and Ireland, and some other parts of the west of Europe. 
The beak of 0. dauma is that of an ordinary Turdus , and its colour¬ 
ing only refers it to the present group. 

5. O, spiloptera, nobis, n . s. Length about eight inches and a half, 
of wing four inches, and tail three and a quarter: bill to gape above an 
inch, and tarse an inch and a quarter. Colour uniform rich olive- 
brown above, inclining to tawney; below white, with black spots nearly 
resembling those of the Missel Thrush: middle of throat, lower abdo¬ 
men, vent and lower tail-coverts, spotless: wing-coverts black, mar¬ 
gined more or less with the hue of the back, and each conspicuously 
tipped with a pure white spot. Bill blackish, and very robust: the 
tarsi brown and slender. Inhabits Ceylon. 

Turdus , L., as restricted. 

6. T, viscivorus , Lin. The European Missel Thrush is common 
in the N. W. Himalaya. 


Intended for Duma , the Hindoostanee equivalent for Thrush, 
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7. T. atrogularis , Tern.: T. Naumanni apud nos, XI, 189: Rychill 
Thrush , Lath., the female. Common in the Himalaya, and I have also 
seen it from Tipperah. 

8. T. Naumanni , Tern. A very rare species in the Himalaya. The 
following appears to be the female. Length about eight inches and a 
half; of wing five inches, and tail three and a half; bill to gape an 
inch and one-eighth ; and tarse the same. Upper parts ruddy-brown, 
the crown and ear-coverts dusky, with a whitish supercilium as in T. 
iliacus ; throat and middle of belly white, the feathers of the sides of 
the throat marked with a dusky medial line, and the breast and flanks 
brown, with a pale margin to each feather; sides of the neck below 
the ear-coverts whitish ; the under-surface of the wing chiefly buff, with 
the fore-part and the axillaries ferruginous : bill yellow with dusky 
tip; and legs brown. From Chusan, where collected by Dr. Playfair, 
Surgeon of the Phlegethon War Steamer, and presented to the Society 
by Dr. McClelland. 

9. T . ruficollis , Pallas. Nearly allied to T, atrogularis , from which 
it differs in having the fore-neck and breast, supercilium, fore-part of 
the under-surface of the wing, and the tail except partially at tip, fer¬ 
ruginous ; lores, under the eye-streak, dusky; and under-parts below 
the breast white, a little sullied with light brown. In what appear 
to be the females, the throat is albescent, with rufous lines, and striae 
of dusky spots on each side; the eye-streak also is whitish; the ferru¬ 
ginous colour of the breast weaker, with pale terminal margins to the 
feathers; and there is more dusky and less rufous on the tail. Bill 
dusky, with more or less yellow at the base of the mandibles, the lower 
being sometimes chiefly of this hue: and legs pale brown. Length 
about ten inches, of wing five to five and a half, and tail four inches; 
bill to gape an inch and one-eighth, and tarse one and a quarter. In¬ 
habits the Himalaya. 

T. javanicus, Horsfieid, Lin . Tr. XIII, 148: T. concolor , Tern., 
p. c. Java. This and Oreocincla varia , are the only true Meruline 
species included in Dr. Horsfield’s long list of Javanese Turdi. 

10. T. rufulus , Drapiez, Diet. Class. d’Hist. Nat X, 443 : T. 
modestus , Eyton, P. Z. S. 1839, p. 103. Length eight and a half to 
nine inches, of wing four and a half to five inches, and tail three and 
a quarter to three and a half; bill to gape an inch *, and tarse one and 
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a quarter. Upper-parts greenish olive-brown, with a dull whitish 
supercilium; chin, and generally the medial portion of the throat, with 
the belly and lower tail-coverts, white ; breast and flanks brownish- 
fulvous, brighter in old males ; the throat and fore-neck streaked 
laterally with olivaceous, which in some specimens crosses the breast 
above the fulvous hue, and is more or less ashy ; others again, evidently 
the old males, have the entire crown and neck all round, of a dusky-ash 
colour, mingled with white on the middle of the throat. Bill dusky 
above, the basal two-thirds of the lower mandible yellow; and legs pale 
brown. The wings of this species are firm and acuminate, and the tail 
also is firm. It inhabits the eastern coast of the Bay of Bengal, from 
Arracan to the Straits of Malacca, becoming more numerous south¬ 
ward ; and M. Drapiez mentions having received it from Java, where 
it is a periodical visitant, and named (as he informs us) Striee. 

11. T . unicolor, Tickell, J. A . S . II, 577 ; also of Gould, P. Z. S. 
1837, p. 136. Length about nine inches, of wing four inches and five- 
eighths, and tail three and a half; bill to gape above an inch; and tarse 
exceeding an inch and one-sixteenth. Colour uniform dark ashy above, 
paler below, and passing to white on the belly and lower tail-coverts; 
a tinge of rufous on the fore-part of the wing underneath. Bill yellow ; 
and legs duller yellow. Capt. Tickell describes the female to be 
“ dirty-grey, mixed on the back with olive, tinged on the head with 
brown. Wings and tail brownish ; coverts of tail iron-grey ; breast 
isabella-grey, belly white.” What Mr. Gould describes as the young, 
appears to me to be the female of the next species : and he also states 
the bill and legs to be livid fuscous: the length of wing he gives, “ three 
inches and a quarter,” must be a misprint for five and a quarter ; though 
that would exceed, by more than half an inch, the length of wing of the 
only specimen before me. The species inhabits the Himalaya chiefly, 
but occurs sometimes in central India. 

12. T. dissimilis , nobis : T. unicolor et T. modestus, nobis, passim , 
as in XI, 460, &c.: Calcutta Thrush , Latham, the female. This 
bird, as well as the preceding one, is very closely allied to the suc¬ 
ceeding group, Geocichla; and the mature male of the present spe¬ 
cies has the whole under-parts from the breast, except the medial line 
of the belly and the lower tail-coverts, which are pure white, of the 
same bright ferruginous colour as in G . citrinus , G. cyanotus, §c. 
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An approach to the same colouration is exhibited by old males of 
T. rufulus. The female, however, shews no sign of this except on 
the axillaries, and on more or less of the under-surface of the wing : 
yet, before obtaining the male, I had perceived the affinity of this 
species for the Geocichlce; and it is curious that I procured some 
eight or ten in the feminine plumage (whether all females, however, 
I cannot say, for some were only skins), before I succeeded in get¬ 
ting a male, which, as I all along suspected, proved to be clad in 
not quite so homely a garb as his mate. The male is, indeed, rather 
a handsome Thrush. Length nine inches, by fourteen and a quarter 
in spread of wing; closed wing four and a half; tail three and one- 
eighth ; bill to gape an inch and one-eighth ; tarse the same. Colour 
of the upper-parts plain olive-brown in both sexes, with ashy beneath 
the surface of the feathers, tending a little to predominate about the 
rump; throat, middle of belly, and lower tail-coverts, white; the 
sides of the throat with dusky linear spots, more or less diffused, 
and some often appearing in the middle; breast light olive-brown, 
with a few dusky spots, sometimes small and triangular, sometimes 
larger and more linear; and the flanks spotless olive-brown in the 
female, and perhaps in the juvenescent male, but in the old male 
bright ferruginous, spreading to the white medial line of the abdo¬ 
men. Beak dusky, with generally some intermixture of yellow; and 
legs bright yellowish-brown. As in the Geocichlce , the bill of a fresh 
specimen of this species is usually much clotted with mud ; and the 
bird, like them, is mostly seen on the ground, hopping about among 
the underwood. It is not rare in Lower Bengal during the cold sea¬ 
son. Mr. Jerdon has lately obtained it in the south : and it often occurs 
in collections from the Himalaya. 

Geocichla , Kuhl. 

13. G. cyanotus , (Jardine and Selby), III. Orn ., 1st series, pi. 
XLVI. Common in the Indian peninsula. 

14. G. citrina, (Lath.) : Turdus Macei, Vieillot; T. lividus, Tickell, 
J. A. aS'. II, 577 ; T. ruhecula apud Horsfield, P. Z. S. 1839, p. 161. 
Bengal, Nepal, Assam, Arracan, Central India. A very common spe¬ 
cies. The young, received from Darjeeling, has the upper-parts dull 
olive, with a pale rufescent central streak to each feather ; head and 
neck dull rufous, the feathers centred brighter, except towards the fore- 
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head ; under-parts light rufescent, deeper on the breast; and wings 
and tail as in the adult, but the feathers centred and margined with 
rufous. 

G. innotata , nobis, n. s. Resembles G. citrina 9 but has the fer¬ 
ruginous colour of the head and under-parts, and the ash-colour of its 
upper-parts, much more intense ; no white upon the wings; and the 
lower tail-coverts only (not the vent) are white. From the Malayan 
Peninsula. What I take to be two females of the same species, from 
the Nicobar Islands, have the throat white, and some white at the 
sides of the vent; the wings, rump, and tail, only, are deep ashy, the 
back and scapularies being olive-green, much as in the female of G. 
citrina . These are also smaller than the Malayan bird, the wing being 
but four inches, and the rest in proportion; whereas the Malayan (sup¬ 
posed) male has the wing four inches and a half. Should the Nicobar 
bird prove distinct, it might stand as G. albogularis, nobis. 

G. rubecula , Gould, P. Z. S . 1836, p. 7. It is not very clear, from 
Mr. Gould’s description of this Javanese species, in what it differs from 
G. citrina ; except that he states the tarse to be an inch and a half 
long, instead of one and a quarter, and that the tail is but two inches 
and a half, instead of three inches ; but from the difference of locality, 
it will most likely prove to be distinct. Four well marked species of 
this group are, as Mr. Gould informs us, in the Zoological Society’s 
Museum ; and T. rufovariegatus , Drapiez, Diet Class, dHist Nat 
X, 465, would seem to belong to it. 

Merula , Ray. 

15. M. Wardii, Jerdon, J. A. S. XI, 882; Jerdon’s III. Ind. Orn ., 
pi. VIII. The bird described and figured as above, is the male. The 
female is very differently coloured, and a specimen was sent by Mr. 
Hodgson by the name Oreocincla? micropus. The Society has also 
since received a female from Southern India, and a male from Almorah ; 
so that all doubt is removed concerning the identity of the Himalayan 
bird with that of Travancore, &c. The sexes of this species present the 
usual diversity observable in most of the black Merles, (as the Bri¬ 
tish M. vulgaris , &c.), only somewhat further carried out; and 
this particular difference of the sexes confirms the propriety of its 
allocation in Merula 9 which group, as I formerly remarked, it tends to 
connect with Oreocincla. The male is black, with white eye-streak 
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and under-parts from the breast, except the feathers of the flanks 
which are only margined with white; and, besides a white wing-patch 
under the scapularies, the wing-coverts and tertiaries are tipped with 
the same, and the secondaries and middle tail-feathers, with the upper 
tail-coverts, more slightly, the rest of the tail-feathers being succes¬ 
sively more deeply so tipped, increasing in amount to the outermost. 
The female has the upper-parts brown instead of black, with slight 
whitish tips to the upper tail-coverts, and less white on the tail-feathers, 
which is also less pure ; the wing-coverts are each tipped with a 
triangular spot of fulvous-white, and the tertiaries more slightly ; the 
supercilium is also fulvous-white, and the entire under-parts, except 
the lower tail-coverts which are purer white, a little variegated with 
dusky; while the feathers of the throat, breast, and flanks, are each 
tipped with a transverse dusky spot, more or less triangular on those 
of the breast; axillaries chiefly pure white : bill and legs yellowish. In 
fact, if we except the eye-streak and the mottlings of the wings and 
tail, and also its smaller size, the female of this species resembles a 
good deal a pale and spotted-breasted hen English Blackbird. It seems 
to be far from being a common species in this country, though met 
with from the Himalaya to Travancore. 

16. M. boulboul ; Lanius boulboul , Lath. : Turdus pcecilopterus , 
Vigors, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 54 ; Gould’s Century, pi. XIV. The black 
of this species is never so uniformly deep as in the European Black¬ 
bird, the under-parts of the old male being more or less brownish : in 
younger males, there is also a brown tinge above; the rump and upper 
tail-coverts incline to ashy, and the lower-parts may be termed fuscous- 
brown the wing-mark, too, is more albescent in old birds, thus con¬ 
trasting stronger with the black of the rest of the plumage; while in 
younger specimens it is much browner. The brown colour of the 
females is more uniform than is represented on Gould’s plate, and the 
wing-mark is certainly never of the decided rufous hue which is there 
laid on, having but a faint rufescent tinge, with the margins of the 
outer coverts dull albescent to a greater or less extent. In the spotted 
nestling garb, the sexes are already easily distinguishable, from the much 
darker tone of colouring in the males: besides that, in all the Thrush 
tribe, the great alars and caudals first put forth resemble in colouring, 
size, and firm texture, those of the adults, being not shed at the first 
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moult. This is the common Himalayan Blackbird of the lower ranges, 
or what is termed the sub-Himalayan region. 

17. M. albocincta, (Royle) ; figured by the name albicollis on Hoyle’s 
plate, which name was previously applied by Vieillot to a Brazilian 
species : Turdus collaris, Sorel, Rev . Zoo/., 1840, p. 2. Size and pro¬ 
portions of the last species : the male black, tinged with brown under¬ 
neath ; throat and fore-neck white, surrounding the ear-coverts, and 
forming a broad collar round the neck : bill yellow, with dusky tip ; and 
legs yellowish. Female brown, paler below; the collar greyish-brown, 
and throat white with some dusky spots, and a line of the same from 
the corner of the lower mandible. The White-collared Blackbird is 
confined to a greater elevation on the Himalaya than the preceding 
species. 

18. M. nigropileus, (de la Fresnaye); described in M. Adolphe 
Delessert’s Souvenirs d'un Voyage de Vlnde , Pt. II, p. 27. Length 
about ten inches, of wing five, and tail four; bill to gape an inch 
and a quarter, and to forehead an inch; and tarse an inch and three- 
sixteenths. Cap, including lores and cheeks, black ; chin washed with 
the same: the back and rump, wings, and tail, dark fuscous-ashy, tinged 
with brown on the interscapularies: the neck all round, and the under¬ 
parts, ashy-brown, paler on the belly, and passing to white at the 
vent: under tail-coverts mingled white and ashy : bill, and apparently 
round the eye, yellow; and legs yellowish-brown. Female altogether 
paler, the white of the vent spreading over much of the abdominal 
region, and the cap dusky-brown instead of black. Inhabits the 
Neilgherries, and is occasionally met with on the eastern ghats. 

19. M. brachypus , nobis: Black-crowned Thrush , Latham, from 
Ceylon. This bird is almost exactly similar to the female of the last, 
except that the dark cap is less pronounced, and the abdominal region 
and under tail-coverts are merely pale: but the tarse is remarkably 
short, not exceeding an inch; and the tail is perfectly squared, whilst 
in M. nigropilea its outermost feathers are three-eighths of an inch 
shorter than the middle ones. These two characters are so marked 
that I have no doubt of its distinctness. It was obtained, I believe, in 
the Neilgherries, by Mr. Jerdon. 

20. M. simillima, (Jerdon), Madr . Journ. No. XXV, 253. Smaller 
than the English Blackbird, with longer bill, and yellow legs : the 
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black of the male much less deep, and tinged with ashy; and the lower- 
parts paler and brownish. Female paler and browner, as usual, passing 
to ashy on the rump and upper tail-coverts, and with the lower- 
parts still lighter-coloured. Proportions of 31. nigropikus, but the 
tail-feathers broader and considerably less firm towards their tips; the 
beak is also conspicuously longer, measuring to gape an inch and three- 
eighths : and the colouring is much the same as in M. nigropileus , but 
the contrasting ashy and brown are softened down almost to homoge¬ 
neity. Inhabits the Neilgherries; being the species referred by some 
authors to the European Blackbird, which it resembles in its song : the 
latter species is common in Afghanistan. 

21. M, castanea , Gould, P. Z . S. 1835, p. 185. Length about 
eleven inches, of wing five and a half, and tail four inches ; bill to gape 
one and a quarter, and tarse the same. Colour a bay-chesnut, darkening 
on the interscapularies, and paler below; the head and neck grey, darker 
on the crown, and albescent on the throat and fore-neck ; wings dusky, 
the tertiaries partly margined with brown ; and the tail blackish, its lower 
coverts mingled deep black and white: bill yellow, and legs yellowish. 
The female has all the colours less intense, the wings and tail brown, 
and the lower tail-coverts mingled brown and white : bill chiefly dusky. 
Himalaya. This species is nearly allied to 31. albocincta . 

22. 31. leucogaster , nobis, n . s . I only know this from a well executed 
drawing prepared by the late Dr. Griffith, during his journey from 
Assam to Ava, and now in the possession of Dr. McClelland : there 
can be no doubt of its distinctness as a species. Colour slaty-black, 
the lores, throat, fore-neck, and breast, deep black, and the belly dull 
white. Length about nine inches and a half, of wing five and a 
quarter, and tail above four inches ; bill to gape an inch and a quarter, 
and tarse the same. 

Petrocincla 9 Vigors. Rock Thrushes. 

23. P. erythrogastra 9 (Vigors), P. Z. S. 1831, p. 171 ; Gould’s 
* Century,’ pi. XIII: P. rufiventrisf Jardine and Selby-, III. Orn. 9 1st 
series, pi. CXXIX. The two figures here cited shew what different 
representations may be made of the same species, provided the true 

* There is also a Turdus rujiventris , Vieillot, from Brazil. 
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colouring be not rigorously adhered to: thus Mr. Gould has coloured 
it with a black throat and fore-neck, adding a slight gloss of blue ; and 
the other naturalists cited have coloured these parts entirely blue, with 
a white margin separating them from the blue of the rest of the neck. 
Now the true colouring of the throat and fore-neck is a dull blue, with 
occasionally a medial rufous patch on the latter, and the feathers being 
margined with pale greyish; the latter accounts for the white border as¬ 
signed by Sir W. Jardine and Mr. Selby: again, the latter naturalists 
have coloured the tail much too blue, and have also exaggerated the 
edgings of the wing-feathers, which edging might indeed be erased 
altogether: the back, too, should have been rendered much darker and 
more dingy than the head and rump, which, with the shoulder of the wing, 
are alone bright blue; and the lores, ear-coverts, and sides of the neck, 
are black, contrasting with the blue of the crown, and passing into the 
dusky'bluish of the fore-neck. The females vary a good deal, but have 
always a much greater admixture of black on the lower-parts and sides 
of the throat, than is shewn in Gould’s figure of this sex; the ground 
hue is often, but not always, much more rufous; and though there is 
generally a pale mesial space on the throat and fore-neck, even this is 
in some specimens wholly variegated with the black margins to the 
feathers. The sexes of the young are conspicuously different in the 
nestling plumage, from the young males having the wings and tail blue, 
which in the females are brown, as in the adults respectively ; and the 
pale central spots to the clothing plumage are also much more rufes- 
cent in the young males, and albescent in the young females. Common 
in the Himalaya. 

24. P . longirostris , nobis, n. s . This species I only know from a 
female, presented to the Society by Captain Boys, who procured it on 
the march from Scinde to Ferozepore. It is remarkable for the length 
of its bill, and for the pale greyish colour of its upper-parts, which 
would indicate that the blue of the male is considerably paler than in 
the three following species. Length about eight inches and a half, of 
wing four and a quarter, and tail three and a quarter; bill to gape an 
inch and three-eighths, and tarse an inch. Upper-parts light brown¬ 
ish-grey, browner on the wings, and greyer on the tail; the lower-parts 
pale fulvescent-grey, obscurely marked with dusky ; bill blackish, and 
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legs brown. Very distinct from the females of the three following 
species.* 

25. P . affinis , nobis, XII, 177 (bis). Rare at Darjeeling; but 
common along the eastern side of the Bay of Bengal, from Tipperah 
and Arracan to the Tenasserim Provinces. The males of this species 
have generally some intermixture of rufous about the vent and lower 
tail-coverts, varying in quantity, but seldom nearly so much as in P. 
manillensis ; whereas in P. pandoo , I believe there is never a trace 
of this rufous, f The females are altogether bluer than those of P . 
pandoo , especially on the upper-parts ; and the under-parts, the feathers 
of which are margined with black as in the rest of the group, have the 
ground-tint more or less rufescent. It is decidedly a distinct species 
from the next. 

26. P. pandoo , Sykes, the male ; P. maal> Sykes, the female : Tardus 
solitarius, var. A, Latham. Inhabits central, western, and southern 
India. The general plumage of this species is always less distinctly 
mottled than that of the preceding one, both above and below ; this 
distinction being very obvious when several specimens of both are seen 
together: and in P. manillensis the feathers are much more mottled 
than in P . affinis . I allude to the margining of the feathers, which 
have subterminal blackish bars, edged with whitish ; but which in 
P. pandoo are so slight as to be scarcely noticeable, while in P . manil¬ 
lensis they may be said to ocellate the whole plumage more or less, 
and in P . affinis they are constantly intermediate. P . manillensis is 
also of a lighter blue than the two others. 

P . manillensis , (Gra.) Inhabits the Philippines and China. The male 
of this species appears to have constantly the whole abdominal region 
deep rufo-ferruginous, the feathers margined as above described ; and 
the female has the pale rufescent hue of the lower-parts more predo¬ 
minant, with a slighter dusky margin to each feather: tail perfectly 

* Can this be P. cyanea of Europe ? Lord A. Hay has procured a species in 
Kashmir, which he thinks is the European one ; and various other European birds occur 
there, as Corvus monedula and Coracias garrula, which (as his lordship informs me) 
abound in the valley of Kashmir. 

f A Tenasserim specimen just received has much more rufous on the abdomen than 
I ever observed before in P. affinis ; but its distinctness from P. manillensis is never¬ 
theless obvious. This bird likewise inhabits Assam ; and the Society has just received 
a specimen of it from Goal para. 
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squared ; whereas in P. pandoo the outermost rectrices are a trifle 
shorter than the rest, and in P . offinis they are a good deal shorter, 
the penultimate and ante-penultimate also graduating. 

Monticola , Brehm : Petropliila , Swain son ; OroceteSy G. R. Gray. 

27. M, cinclorhynchdy (Vigors): O. cyanocephalay Swain son : 
Black-collared Thrush , var. A, Latham. The members of this group 
are of a shorter make, and more Chat-like, than those of the preced¬ 
ing one, with greater variegation in the colouring. The Indian spe¬ 
cies is perfectly true to the type of the European M. saxatilisy which 
is the standard of the division. In this bird the sexes, as I have been 
informed, resemble each other ; but such is not always the case, for a 
female in the Society’s collection is very similar to the female of M. 
saxatilisy though differing of course in not having the tail rufous, nor 
the indication of the white mark on the croup of the male M. saxatilisy 
as also in its under-parts being less rufescent. In both species, the 
female plumage is of the same general character as in the female Pe- 
trocinclce . The young also are similarly much spotted with pale ful- 
vescent; the young males of M. cinclorhyncha being distinguished 
from the other sex by possessing the white spot upon the wing, the 
same as in the sexes of the Stone Chat (Pratincola ruhicolajy while 
also in nestling plumage. The present species is a hill—but not a 
rock—bird, frequenting the tops of trees in the forests: and it extends 
its range to all India in suitable localities ; being met with occasionally, 
but rarely, in the plains during the seasons of passage, at which period 
(that of vernal migration) I once obtained one in the vicinity of Cal¬ 
cutta, which I kept for some time alive. Its song is sweet, plaintive, 
and tolerably loud; delivered in the manner of a Robin’s song: and its 
manners are very like those of a Stone Chat. 

The Turdus eremitdy Gm., founded on le Merle solitaire de Manille 
of Buffon, would seem to be the female of a species of this division, 
and not (as I suggested in XII, 182,) that of Petrocincla manillensis , 
both sexes of which are figured in the Planches Enluminees . 

From the Thrushes, we may pass to the Myiotherine birds of Swain- 
son, leading to his Thamnophilince: a great series of forms, more 
especially developed in South America. In India, we have 

CincliiSy Bechst. The Dippers. One species, confined to the Hima¬ 
layan torrents, and which was originally discovered in the Krimea,— C. 


1847 .] 


or Little Known Species of Birds. 


153 


Pallasii , Tern., figured in Gould’s 4 Century.’ Allied to this is C. ameri - 
canus , Say, of the Rocky Mountains of North America. Of the third 
and well known European species, C. aquaticus , found also in Western 
Asia, Mr. Yarrell states that the sexes are alike in plumage; but in 
specimens of this bird in the Society’s Museum, from England and 
Norway, there is a very marked sexual diversity, such as described in 
Fleming’s 4 British Animals.’ 

Brachyurus , Thunberg: Pitta , Vieillot. There are at least four 
marked sub-groups comprehended under this genus, as follow :—1. Pa - 
ludicola , Hodgson; a name pre-occupied for a genus of reptiles. To 
this must be referred Myiothera ccerulea, Raffles, v. Pitta gigas , Tern., 
from Malacca and Sumatra: and Pal. nipalensis, Hodgson, from Nepal, 
Darjeeling, and Arracan.—2. The group exemplified by Myiothera 
affinis , Horsf., v. Pitta cyanura , Tem. ; to which, as an aberrant 
species, may be referred P. cyanea , nobis, XII, 1008, from Arracan 
and Tenasserim. The affinity of these two species is more obvious in 
the female sex. Fine specimens of Br. cyaneus are more brilliant than 
those formerly described from, each feather of the breast and belly 
being of a beautiful light blue, with a round subterminal black spot 
and bars above this. The female is blue only on the tail, but with 
an admixture of this hue on the dull greenish back.—3. The form of 
P. granatina , Tem., v. coccinea , Eyton : with very long tarse, short 
wings, &c.— 4. The ordinary Brachyuri , of which three species are 
admissable into the Fauna Indica : viz. Br. triostegus , (Sparrman), 
v. malaccensis * (Scop.), v. superciliaris, (Wagler, after Sonnerat, Voy . 
aux lndes Orient ., pi. 110), also abdominalis, (Wagler, after Edwards, 
pi. 324), and Pitta brac/iyura apud Vigors, Gould, and others, which 
name applies to an allied species from the Philippines. This is the com¬ 
mon Indian species, and the only one found generally over the country 
from the Himalaya to Ceylon, and which is occasionally to be obtained 
near Calcutta, as in the Botanic Garden ; but I have never seen it from 
the eastward of the Bay of Bengal.— Br. cyanopterus , (Tem.), v. ma¬ 
laccensis apud nos, XII, 960 : common in the countries eastward of the 
Bay, from Arracan to Malacca :—and Br. cucullatus , (Hartlaub), v. 

* This specific name has the priority; but as the bird does not inhabit the Malayan 
Peninsula, it is a misnomer that cannot be retained. To Mr. Strickland I am indebted 
for several of the above cited synonymes. 
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nigricollis , nobis, XII, 960, and rodogaster , Hodg., ibid, (the young): 
found in Nepal and Assam, as well as in the vicinity of the Straits. 

Myiophonus , Tem. Two Indian species, both figured in Gould’s 
‘ Century of Himalayan birds.’ M . Temminckii is indeed common 
throughout the Himalaya, frequenting the beds of streams in the lower 
ranges ; and its musical whistle (according to Mr. Vigne,) is the sweet¬ 
est note heard in the hills : but M. Horsjieldi is confined exclusively to 
the mountainous parts of Southern India. Two other species occur in 
Java, M. cyaneus, (Horsfield), v. glaucinus , Tem.; and M. flaviros- 
tris , (Horsfield), v. metallicus , Tem. A fifth would seem to exist in le 
Merle bleu de la Chine of Sonnerat, v. Gracula ccerulea f Scop., and 
Turdus violaceusy Lath. Mr. Swain son also mentions M. nitidus , Gray ; 
but this is probably one of the two Indian species already referred to. 

The great series of South American Myiotherince seems to grade 
completely into the Thamnophilince or Bush Shrikes of Swainson, in¬ 
habiting the same regions ; but presents some forms which certainly 
approximate the Brachyuri of the Old World and Australia; and 
others again grade into the Wrens (Troglodytes) , also chiefly an 
American group, but which comprises a few Old World species, among 
which are two from the Himalaya described in XIV, 589. I now add 
a very distinct form, by the name 

Rimator , nobis. The species upon which this division is founded is 
a very curious little Myiotherine bird, the immediate affinities of which 
are not obvious. Bill longer than the head, compressed, a little incurv¬ 
ed, the curvature increasing to the tip where the extremity of the upper 
mandible passes and bends over that of the lower one, but without any 
well defined emargination ; culmen rounded for the terminal two*thirds 
or more, but becoming angulated towards the base ; and the tomiae but 
little inflected : the nostrils pierced in an ovate basal membrane, their 
aperture being a little removed from the base of the bill: gape extend¬ 
ing to beneath the fore-part of the eye, and unarmed, or having but a 
few short and inconspicuous hairs : legs moderately strong, suited for 
progression either upon the ground, or up the slanting bough of a tree; 
the tarse nearly as long as the middle toe with its claw, and hav¬ 
ing four long scutse to the front, and two shorter ones below: toes 
rather long, the outer a trifle more so than the inner, and reaching 
to the base of the claw of the mid-toe : claws not much curved, that of the 


1847 .] 


or Little Known Species of Birds. 


155 


hind-toe large, being twice the size of the middle front-claw. Wings 
much bowed and rounded, the first primary reaching to but half the 
length of the fifth, which equals the two next, and a little exceeds the 
fourth and eighth. The tail short and weak, its feathers slender and 
flexible, with soft tips a little pointed. Plumage lax, being excessively 
so and very copious over the rump. 

R. malacoptilus , nobis. Length five inches, of which the tail mea¬ 
sures one and a quarter, and the bill to forehead an inch; wing two 
inches and a quarter; tarse seven-eighths; and long hind-claw about 
three-eighths. Colour of the upper-parts deep brown, with pale shafts 
to the feathers, forming a central streak on those of the nape and 
back ; scapularies and interscapularies black on the inner web, and 
brown on the outer; the mass of loose feathers on the rump brown, 
with light shafts more or less apparent; and the tail and large wing- 
feathers uniform deep brown with a slight ruddy tinge: under-parts 
pale brown, lightest on the middle of the breast and on the throat, 
and becoming whitish towards the chin ; a black streak borders each 
side of the throat, which has also a few dusky specks; and the breast- 
feathers generally are margined, the lateral more broadly, with olive, 
which colour prevails and is tinged with ferruginous on the flanks ; the 
lower tail-coverts being dark ferruginous. Bill dark horny, mingled 
with whitish ; and legs light brown. From Darjeeling. 

Another very distinct genus of the great Myiotherine series appears 
to me to exist in 

Enicurns , Temminck. At least eight species may be enumerated, 
four pertaining to the Malayan fauna, and four to that of India.* 

1. E. ruficapillus , Tem. : Turdus avensis (?), Gray, figured from 
a bad native drawing in Griffith’s ‘Animal Kingdom,’ VI, 530. Inhabits 
Java. This fine species, while pre-eminently typical of its group, 
strongly exhibits in the form of its bill, and in the rufous colouring of 
its head and nape, the Myiotherine affinities of the genus, upon compar¬ 
ing it with such birds as the Formicarius cayennensis (Bodd.), v. 
Myiocincla colma , Swainson, &c. The bill is considerably longer and 
more slender than in the figure cited in Griffith’s ‘ Animal Kingdom,’ 

* Motacilla maderaspatana fnec madaraspatensis) of Latham is probably a 
ninth species. It is remarkable that none has hitherto been observed in the south of 
India. 
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with the upper mandible conspicuously hooked over at tip: much as in 
Cinclus , minus the hook and nareal orifices ; and it is also the same 
form of bill which reappears in that very curious Malayan bird, the 
Eupetes macrocercus of Temminck. From the figure referred to, it differs 
in the white of the face being confined to a frontal crescent, each horn 
of which reaches to above the middle of the eye ; in having narrow 
white tips to the tertiaries ; and a forked tail of moderate length, with 
its two outer feathers on each side wholly white: the rufous of the nape 
should also spread a little lower down; the black of the fore-neck not 
so far; and beneath this, the pectoral feathers are each margined with 
black, as rudely represented in the figure of Tardus avensis. Length 
of wing three inches and a half; of outer tail-feathers three inches ; bill 
to forehead above three-quarters ; and of tarse an inch. It is a pecu¬ 
liarly interesting species, as indicating, more than either of the others, 
the affinities of its group. 

2. E. diadematus , Tem. Of this species, from the mountainous 
interior of Sumatra, I have no description. It is probably identical 
with the only species I have yet seen from the Malayan peninsula, and 
which is remarkable for a triangular frontal crest of white feathers, 
evidently erectile, and those forming the apex being longer than the 
black coronal feathers they impend. Rest of the plumage black, with 
white lower abdomen, wing-band, rump, and two outermost tail-feathers 
on each side, the other tail-feathers white-tipped. Dimensions as in the 
preceding species: the young having the frontal crest much reduced. 
If distinct and new, E. frontalis, nobis. 

3. E. speciosus , (Horsfield) : E. coronatus , Tem. Inhabits Java. 

4. E< velatusy Tem. Inhabits Java. 

5. E . maculatusy Vigors ; figured in Gould’s ‘ Century’: E. fuligi - 
nosusy Hodgson, As. Res. XIX, 190 (the young). A specimen for¬ 
warded to the Society’s Museum by Mr. Hodgson with the latter 
name, I consider to be decidedly the immature dress of the present 
species: differing from the adult in the flimsy texture of its clothing 
plumage, in having the dark portion of its upper-parts spotless fuligin¬ 
ous-brown, with indistinct pale mesial lines, passing into white on the 
belly : wings as in the adult; tail wanting in the specimen. E. macu - 
latus appears to be a very common Himalayan species, and occurs 
rarely in Arracan. 
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6. E. immaculatus , Hodgson, As. Res . XIX, 190. This resembles 
the next species, except in having the upper-parts deep black, where 
the other is slaty, and the tail seems to be constantly shorter ; its outer¬ 
most feathers not exceeding four inches and three-quarters in any that 
I have seen, whereas those of E. schistaceus measure commonly five 
inches and a half. A very rare species in Nepal; but common in 
Arracan. 

7. E. schistaceus, Hodgson, As. Res XIX, 191. A common species 
in the eastern Himalaya, and found likewise in the Tenasseriin pro¬ 
vinces.* * 

8. E. Scouleri , Vigors ; figured in Gould’s 4 Century’. Himalaya ; 
rarer to the westward. Remarkable for the shortness of its bill, and 
for having the tail scarcely furcate. 

( To be continued.) 


Bhdsha Parichdda, or Division of Language. A logical Treatise , trans¬ 
lated from the Sanscrit , by E. Roer. 


Introduction. 


In the following introduction to a translation of the Bhasha Parichdda, 
one of the most celebrated works of the Nyaya philosophy, it has been 
my endeavour to subject the logic of the Nyaya, as well as the leading 
ideas of this and the Vaishdshika systems, to a critical review, in order 
to bring the discussion about the merits of the philosophical researches 
of the Hindus more to a point. Colebrooke’s exposition of the Nyaya 
and V&isheshika systems, though founded on the ablest and most exact 
researches, as well in a philosophical as in a critical point of view, does 


* It is probably Dr. W. Jameson’s supposed new species, noticed in Calc. Journ. 
Nat Hist. 1846, p. 360. I doubt whether many of that gentleman’s Thibetan animals 
will prove so new as he imagines: e. g. his Marmot (p. 361), and the Lagomys (?) 
mentioned with it, &c. &c. The large Hare is doubtless L. oistolus (v. tibetanus ): 
and I can already pronounce Ovis ammon to be distinct from O. montana. 
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